Non-trivial Crosswords

Sunday, August 16, 2026
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Across

1. Takintoit

5. Climbing plant, or a college league
8. Delivery company in brown

11. Class with paint

14. Apology to the girls

18. Grandma, informally

0 L
Down

1. Fal apart

2. Fizzy drink that's not cola

3. Very dry

4. Water-carrying plant tissue, in science class

5. Midmonth, in ancient Rome

6. Good quality

I"'m Sarah. | have three boys who are too smart for their own good, and | wanted to share real crosswords with them: a pencil, a little spite, a grid that requires some sweat.
Non-trivial means there’s no obscure trivia in them. My boys might find out who Brian Eno and Yoko Ono are someday, but they won’t need to know to solve these puzzes.
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Theonefor alonger Sunday sit

Across

20. Inbox pings

21. Famousin abig way

24. Most gentle

25. Five-seven-five poems

27. Cow sound

28. Squeeze hello

29. Apple computer, briefly

30. How aword is used, in English class
32. Cash machine letters

34. Cdlifornia, on aletter

35. Old Nintendo system, in letters
37. Penguin type, or aruler

39. Bare, or Tony of the Avengers
41. Nintendo handheld titles, briefly
46. Heart-shock device letters
47. Darniit!

49. Soccer players, abroad

51. Spanish bear, in class

52. Magician's reveal

54. Plus

55. With maximum effort

56. Lifesaving letters

58. _ atatime

60. Hot drink with a bag

61. Hawaiian necklace

62. Fit for aking

64. Make a cartoon move

65. Dumpling, or afox lemur

66. Holmes of the Netflix movies
67. Pouches

68. "Right?" with extrawords
71. Girl'sname

72. Had dinner

73. ___mai (dumpling)

76. Made smooth, as wood

77. Bundle of cash, or gum

78. Fourteen-line poem

80. Ink on skin, briefly

81. Hostess snack cake

82. When the plane should land, in letters
84. Raw fish appetizer

86. Nations

88. Baby food

89. Ancient, in two words

90. School periods

91. Greek |etter after delta

94. Casua no

95. Poem of praise

96. Dominate, in gamer talk

98. Girl'sname

99. Camera setting letters

102. Earth prefix

104. Fancy vase

105. Girl's name

Down

7.Not__!

8. More unattractive

9. School before kindergarten, briefly
10. Tall desert cactuses

11. Girl'sname

12.Get ___ of

13. Hockey squad in red and white
14. Boy's name

15. Croft of the games

16. Boy's name

17. Curveslike the | etter

19. Bird's home

22. Yelled at, asalion might

23. Yellow of an egg

26. Got ol der

31. Made neater, with "up"”

33. Flavor powder letters

36. Army rank, briefly

38. Smell

40. Carved poles

. Seasnail in a pretty shell

. Man on a magazine cover

. Boy's name

.___-mo

48. Cry alot

49. Opposite of skinny

50. | found it!

53. Pirate yes

56. Asksfor help from

57. The game continues!

59. What you say after aclose miss
63. Spanish 'goal,’ in class

64. Thank you, in Swahili

65. Tolkien volcano, briefly

68. Suffix meaning "sort of"

69. Brazilian city named for a saint
70. By itsvery nature

73. Cave spike that grows up

74. Stubborn

75. Utah player

77. Stinging insect

79. GPS letters

83. Poster-on-the-wall star

84. Skills

85. 2,000 pounds

87. Old handheld PlayStation, in letters
88. Heap

90. Band's string of concerts

92. Appeared to be

93. Egyptian leader Gamal Abdel __
97.1f1 ___you

99. Messaged, briefly

100. Fresh talk

101. Japanese city
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I"'m Sarah. | have three boys who are too smart for their own good, and | wanted to share real crosswords with them: a pencil, a little spite, a grid that requires some sweat.
Non-trivial means there’s no obscure trivia in them. My boys might find out who Brian Eno and Yoko Ono are someday, but they won’t need to know to solve these puzzes.
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107. Human-rights advocate from Kabul
110. Dutch port city

113. Throws away without alook

115. Welvegota___ here!

116. Ice blades for racing

117. _ -haw!

118. Wasin front

119. _ yousure?

120. Copied, asamime

Down

103. Rocks with metal in them
106. Bowling alley path

108. Got it

109. Right now! letters

111. 1-1 score

112. Day before

114. Greek grandpa

I"'m Sarah. | have three boys who are too smart for their own good, and | wanted to share real crosswords with them: a pencil, a little spite, a grid that requires some sweat.
Non-trivial means there’s no obscure trivia in them. My boys might find out who Brian Eno and Yoko Ono are someday, but they won’t need to know to solve these puzzes.
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