Non-trivial Crosswords

Sunday, August 23, 2026
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Across

1. Do thisto soup, or to trouble

5. Online collectible, briefly

8. Buddy

11. Thing you tap on a phone

14. Good, in Spanish class

15. Last name on alot of mailboxes

Down

1. Horse-race bet that wants first, second, third, AND fourth
2. Boston Harbor crate-dumper of 1773

3. Fascinated by

4. Where chickens sleep

5. Person, place, or thing, in English class

6. Drew ablank on

I"'m Sarah. | have three boys who are too smart for their own good, and | wanted to share real crosswords with them: a pencil, a little spite, a grid that requires some sweat.
Non-trivial means there’s no obscure trivia in them. My boys might find out who Brian Eno and Yoko Ono are someday, but they won’t need to know to solve these puzzes.
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Theonefor back to school

Across
17. Plastic tray your orthodontist makes you sleep in

19. 84-Across nightmare that's also a classic 49-Across poster star.

21. Fitstogether neatly, like certain wood joints
24. Sharing someone else's joke on your story
25. Peanut-farmer president

27. Compete

28. Sports____

29. Belly, in baby talk

30. Chicago's big airport

32. Strike-caller in amask

34. Tiny battery

35. End of the school week, briefly

37. Puts sticky strips on atorn 49-Across board
39. Click yes on the email list

41. French flourish meaning 'and thereit is!’
46. Hot leaf drink

47. Bedtime tales, or building floors

49. Where baking-soda vol canoes go to get ribbons
51. Physique, for short

52. Blinding highlighter color

54. Sporty truck, briefly

55. Baseball-bat brand

56. Breakfast juices, briefly

58. The Rock's first name

60. Candy

61. U.S. soccer league, on ajersey

62. Horned heavyweight of the savanna

64. Quiz that watches you fidget

65. Farm tower for grain

66. Makes lesswild

67. Girl'sname

68. Puffed up, like after a bee sting

71. Datayou feed a computer

72. Cartoon explosive, in letters

73. Snaky fish

76. ___ up (paid)

77. Kind of screen, briefly

78. River across Nebraska

80. Phone network |etters

81. Bone-dry

82. Cubesin acup

84. Contest with a microphone and ading for amiss
86. Over-the-top, slangily

88. _ -Pen (allergy shot)

89. Flap adog can use without knocking

90. Thick, like fog or atextbook

91. Fashionable right now

94. Have

95. Plus

96. Text message, briefly

98. What a door swings on

99. Pirate drink

102. Dot on adie

104. Top boss, briefly

Down

7. Slangy 'true’

8. San Diego team, or Spanish for 'fathers

9. A whole bunch

10. Meet, as expectations

11. Picnic crasher

12. Green thing in a pod

13. Trench-coat detective, not a badge

14. Hook's backward spike, or a cutting remark
15. Injure badly

16. One who busts out

18. Tiny thing you wash your hands because of
20. Boy's name

22. Go-betweens, from French class

23. Boy's name

26. Math word for how much carpet you need
31. Begging afavor, cap in fingers

33._ favor

36. | have, contracted

38. Charging ports, briefly

40. Candy-filled thing you whack at a birthday
42. Four typical track laps

43. | predicted that!

44, What you were supposed to learn before the quiz
45, Toward the back of a boat

48. 'Weird, right?

49. Sandwich, or the teacher when yoursis out
50. Of the body's main blood highway

53. What a soccer ball wantsto find

56. Outdoing, just to outdo

57. Bump in a crowd

59. Opposite of acity's east side

63. Little mischief-maker

64. Not big

65. Playground chutes

68. Place for a soak

69. Went downhill, quality-wise

70. Bulb-shaped church tops in Moscow

73. Macaroni that takes aturn

74. Stretches of time that feel like forever

75. Bruce of kung-fu movies

77. Not fatty, as meat

79. Swiss peak

83. Medieval trigger-weapon that launches a bolt
84. Laid out, as cash for abike

85. Sticky mess

87. Kisses at the end of anote

88. Girl'sname

90. U.S. program for some young immigrants, briefly
92. _ coming with us

93. Say what aword means

97. Polite word for awoman

99. Runsdriven in, on a scoreboard

100. Fancy vase, or coffee tank

101. Floridacity

I"'m Sarah. | have three boys who are too smart for their own good, and | wanted to share real crosswords with them: a pencil, a little spite, a grid that requires some sweat.
Non-trivial means there’s no obscure trivia in them. My boys might find out who Brian Eno and Yoko Ono are someday, but they won’t need to know to solve these puzzes.
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Across

105. Upward climb

107. Make up, as a story or agadget
110. In away that earns a slow clap
113. What Sunday school says started with an apple
115. Captivate, asthe British write it
116. Namesakes of a Columbus ship
117. Aussie pals

118. School, on amap

119. Tiny, in a Scottish way

120. For each

121, just saying...

Down

103. Things you write with

106. What you're reading right now
108. Jelly scientists grow stuff in
109. Crab's grabber

111. Company ending, briefly

112. Cheer

114. Tear apart
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